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December 2014 

Dear Friends and Family,  

 

There’s always something special in the air at Christmastime. People are kinder, warmer, friendlier. We smile 

at strangers, we say hello to our neighbors, and we treat our friends and families just a bit better. We exhibit 

Jesus’s example of giving to and helping those who are in need. 

 

While sitting in my office, many times I have watched as a very frail-looking young man, probably in his late 

twenty’s, makes his way into the church for morning mass.  I have also noticed that same man frequently 

attends nightly prayer services offered at the church. Approximately two months ago, that same gentleman 

was knocking on Shining Light’s door.  He told me that it took everything he had in him to attend the 

church services and prayer groups, for he was very weak.  He has been going for dialysis for over eight years, 

three times a week --he was born with only ½ a kidney, which now was not functioning.  We asked him 

about getting a transplant. He had no clue how to go about being on a transplant list; he felt he never would 

be worthy of such a gift.  Plus, once on the transplant list, the average wait time was five to ten years. 

 

Shining Light put the word out, “Donor with a B+ blood type needed”.  I can still remember the day the email 

came from an individual who wanted to donate her kidney. For as Mark 9:23 states, “Everything is possible to 

one who has faith”.  One request that we ask of you is to pray for him and his donor as they go through a 

battery of tests on November 25 to see if her kidney is compatible.  

 

This is only one scenario of the many families/individuals that we have helped.  

 

Shining Light’s mission is to develop self-reliant contributing members of society by education and outreach. 

We are housed at St. Mary’s Catholic Church in West Chicago, in which we have served over 170 families 

since our move there a little over two years ago. To date, over 90% of our clients are under the poverty level 

and also the same percentage with less than a high school education.  

Currently, we provide personal mentoring, support groups, educational workshops, bible studies, and refer-

rals to other organizations. What also makes us unique is that we walk with them on their way to self-

sufficiency. One reason we do this is that our clients are often times easy targets for scam operations; being 

overcharged for products and services that they do not need; discriminated against due to their ethnic back-

ground, language barrier, or class status—which hinders them to reaching self-sufficiency.   

 

How can you help us this holiday season? We are asking for you to sponsor a client for the coming year so 

that they can take advantage of our programs to help them reach self-sufficiency.   

 

A gift of $100 will sponsor one client for two sessions with a licensed counselor and one month of unlimited 

classes and workshops. if you are able to help please emaildebbie@shininglightnfp.org or call 630-231-9039. 

 

We are truly grateful to those that have helped us in the past, and are hoping you will continue to do so.  We 

are also grateful for all the volunteers who have donated their time and talent to help this organization be-

come a beckon of light in an often dark world.  May your light shine for all to see this coming New Year 

and have a Merry Christmas! 

 

Love, 

Debbie Barnes 

Founder and President of Shining Light, NFP  


